. Higher incidcnce of positive Wassermann reaction in kala-azar is thought to be due to changes in the plasma protein pattern (Greval et al., 1938) . Ray (1927) suggested that the products of tissue degeneration are the source of increased globulin without any authentic proof however. In leprosy it has been suggested by Ross (1943) that the plasma protein changes observed can partly be explained by associated liver damage. Suggestion of hepatic dysfunction in kala-azar is also found from the study of morbid anatomy and other functional tests (Pai, 1941; Chakravarty et al., 1949; Chaudhuri and Rai Chaudhuri, 1943; Napier and Sharma, 1933 
